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R Matan a testigo en caso de extorsion en La Paz [Witness is killed in extortion case in 
La Paz], February 24, 2015 

By: Jorge Beltrán, Jaime Lopez, Reynaldo Solano (sucesos@eldiariodehoy.com) 

http://www.elsalvador.com/mwedh/nota/nota_completa.asp?idCat=47859&idA 

 “Preliminary police reports indicate that [Jose] Rivas Martínez was 
assassinated because he was a witness to an extortion case.  El crime occurred 
at 5:40 am, apparently by gang members, in front of several witnesses, 
including a policeman who was not in uniform.  Witnesses claim that the 
policeman, instead of informing the authorities, got on public transit and left 
the scene” [translated]. 

57 

S Trying to End Gang Bloodshed in El Salvador, AL JAZEERA AMERICA, Jan. 19, 
2015,  

http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/1/19/gang-violence-elsalvador.html 

“El Salvador is now the most dangerous country in the world not engulfed in 
an ongoing war.  Last year, there were 3,942 murders – nearly 11 each day, 57 
percent more than in 2013 – a staggering killing rate in a country of only 6.1 
million.” 

“Yet the conviction rate is only five percent.  The criminal justice system – from 
police to prosecutors and courts – is hampered by endemic corruption, 
inefficiency and lack of resources.” 

61 

T El Salvador homicides jump 56 percent as gang truce unravels, REUTERS, Dec. 
30, 2014, http://www.reuters.com/assets/print?aid=USKBN0K81HR20141230 

“Homicides in El Salvador jumped by 56 percent this year as a truce between 
its most powerful gangs crumbled… The National Civil Police reported 3,875 
homicides in total as of December 30, compared with 2,490 last year.  Just this 
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month, police said, there was an average of 12 homicides daily.” 

U TRAVEL WARNING: UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE: BUREAU OF 

CONSULAR AFFAIRS: EL SALVADOR, NOVEMBER 21, 2014 

“A majority of serious crimes are never solved… The Government of El 
Salvador lacks sufficient resources to properly investigate and prosecute cases 
and to deter violent crime.  While several of the PNC’s investigative units have 
shown great promise, routine street-level patrol techniques, anti-gang, and 
crime suppression efforts are limited.  Equipment shortages (particularly 
radios, vehicles, and fuel) further limit their ability to deter or respond to 
crimes effectively.” 
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V For Salvadoran family, clash with gang takes a heavy toll, MCCLATCHY DC, 
Jul. 1, 2014, http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2014/07/01/232082/for-salvadoran-
family-clash-with.html 

“In El Salvador, there is not a single square kilometer without gang members… 
Media reports say that between the two gangs, there are a total of 60,000 
members.  The police only have 25,000 officers.  Police officers, most of whom 
live in areas with heavy gang activity and fear reprisals themselves, sometimes 
collaborate with local gang leaders.  There are police who capture members of 
one gang and then leave them in the territory of the rival gang so that they will 
be killed…” 

68 

W CLARE RIBANDO SEELKE, EL SALVADOR: BACKGROUND AND U.S. RELATIONS, 
CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE, JUNE 26, 2014 

“Few arrests carried out by PNC officials are successfully prosecuted in the 
Salvadoran justice system.  The State Department maintains that ‘inefficiency, 
corruption, political infighting, and insufficient resources’ have hindered the 
performance of the Salvadoran judiciary… and few arrests lead to successful 
prosecutions.” 

72 

X UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE, EL SALVADOR 2013 HUMAN RIGHTS 

REPORT, MARCH 21, 2014 

“Inadequate training, lack of enforcement of the administrative police career 
law, arbitrary promotions, insufficient government funding, failure to 
effectively enforce evidentiary rules, and instances of corruption and 
criminality limited the PNC’s effectiveness.” 
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Y Asesinan a testigo que declare contra mareros [Witness who testified against 
gang members killed] February 21, 2014 / El Diario de Hoy (elsalvador.com) 
http://www.elsalvador.com/mwedh/nota/nota_completa.asp?idCat=47859&idA
rt=8574781 

“An alleged gang member who was collaborating in police investigations was 
assassinated… according to the PNC… The police suspects he was 
assassinated in retaliation for reporting the gangs and because he was 
cooperating with the authorities and giving information about the gang 
members” [translated]. 

125 

Z CLARE RIBANDO SEELKE, GANGS IN CENTRAL AMERICA, CONGRESSIONAL 

RESEARCH SERVICE, FEB. 20, 2014 

“El Salvador has the highest concentration of gang members, with some 323 
mareros (gang members) for every 100,000 citizens, double the level of 
Guatemala and Honduras.” 

“Gangs have increasingly been involved in extortions of residents, bus drivers, 
and business owners in major cities throughout the region.  Failure to pay often 
results in harassment or violence by gang members.” 

“Due to a lack of security within prisons, gangs are often able to carry out 
criminal activities from behind bars, sometimes with assistance from corrupt 
prison officials.” 

129 

AA Central American migrants flee turf wars and corrupt states for refuge in 
Mexico, THE GUARDIAN, December 30, 2013, 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/dec/31/central-america-migrants-flee-
mexico 

“The violence behind today’s exodus stems from turf wars between street gangs 
such as the M-18 and Mara Salvatrucha, the growing power of drug cartels 
and woefully weak and corrupt state institutions across the region.” 

153 

BB UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE, BUREAU OF DIPLOMATIC SECURITY: EL 

SALVADOR 2013 CRIME AND SAFETY REPORT, APR. 11, 2013 

“El Salvador is considered one of the most violent countries in the world… 
There are no areas that are deemed free of violent crime.” 

“Extortion persists as a very common, effective criminal enterprise… recent 
reports show that there is an increase in the level of violence associated with 
extortion cases, including media reports of extortion victims and witnesses 
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being killed…” 

CC 2013 GLOBAL STUDY ON HOMICIDE, UNITED NATIONS OFFICE ON DRUGS AND 

CRIME (UNODC), MARCH 2014 

“Despite an overall decline in violent crime rates, especially the homicide rate, 
the situation remains fluid and fragile.  According to surveys in 2012 and 2013, 
just over 50 percent of the population felt that the truce had helped to reduce 
crime, suggesting that the benefits of the truce have yet to be perceived by the 
population with an intensity reflecting the drop in the homicide rate.” 
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DD Violence in El Salvador reaches new heights 20 years after the end of its civil 
war, THE TORONTO STAR, Mar. 10, 2012, 

http://www.thestar.com/news/world/2012/03/10/violence_in_el_salvador_reach
es_new_heights_20_years_after_the_end_of_its_civil_war.print.html 

“In exchange for being left alone – and alive – bus drivers in rough 
neighborhoods are typically obliged to make protection payments to gang 
members amounting to $1,000 (U.S.) a month or more, according to a recent 
report in El Diario de Hoy, a Salvadoran newspaper.” 
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EE Fiscalia no solicitó protección para testigo [The prosecution did not request 
protection for witness]  
November 30, 2011, La Prensa Gráfica, By: Jessica Avalos 
 

http://www.laprensagrafica.com/el-salvador/judicial/234197-fiscalia-no-
solicito-proteccion-para-testigo.html 

“Hours after his testimony, the witness’s family was attacked at home.  One of 
the witness’s family members died as a result.” 

“The video also shows that the defense attorney asked the witness where and 
when he worked.  The witness provided the information during trial and the 
prosecution failed to intervene and prevent the release of the information” 
[translated]. 
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FF Asesinados por el “pecado” de haber sido testigos [Murdered for the “sin” of 
being witnesses] February 9, 2011, La Pagina, By: Jaime Ulises Marinero 
http://www.lapagina.com.sv/ampliar.php?id=46899 

“Neither the prosecution, nor the PNC have exact figures, but two prosecutors 
and an ex-prosecutor asserted that dozens of witnesses die each year.” 
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GG 16 killed in El Salvador bus attacks, LOS ANGELES TIMES, Feb. 9, 2011, 
http://articles.latimes.com/print/2010/jun/21/world/la-fg-salvador-bus-
20100622 

“At least 16 people were killed when street gangs attacked two passenger 
buses, spraying one with bullets and dousing the other was gasoline before 
setting it on fire in a congested neighborhood in the Salvadoran capital…” 

224 

 

 

 



057



058



059



060



125



126



127



128



215



216



217



218



219



220



221



222



223


	Redacted Index-El Sal-Witness PSG-2015
	Witness Killed in Extortion Case - w. translation
	Witness Who Testified...Killed - w. translation
	The Prosecution Did Not Request Protection... - w. translation
	Murdered for the Sin of Being a Witness - w. translation



